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January 2, 1997

Dr. John Gibbons

Science Advisor to the President
White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Gibbons:

In April 1993, at the request of Dr. Ronald Pandolfi of
the CIA, I sent (faxed) to you an information paper regarding
UFOs entitled “Briefing on the U.S. Government Approach to the
UFO Problem as Determined by Civilian Researchers During the Last

Twenty Years.' In that briefing paper I presented evidence that
the government has collected a rather large number of documents
on UFO sightings. Moreover, one could easily conclude from

these documents that the government has sufficient evidence to
prove that many UFOs are, in fact, neither natural phenomena nor
misidentified artfacts of human creation....i.e., are apparently
artifacts of non-human origin (“so called flying saucers'). A
copy of this document is enclosed in case you have lost the
previous one.

My reason for writing at the present time is to inform you
about my research into sightings over the last 8 years in
Florida. I was a witness at one of the sightings described in
the just-published book ¥UFOS ARE REAL ---HERE'S THE PROOF¥, a
copy of which I am taking the liberty of sending you. There has
been a considerable controversy over these sightings in recent
years (just as there is a controversy over many other sightings).
However,as I have demonstrated in this book, the controversy must
be resolved in favor of the most parsimonous explanation, which
is that truly unexplainable phenomena have been observed visually
and recorded by cameras and videos. There is even a case of an
anomalous magnetic field having been discovered after a sighting.

I do hope that you or one of your co-workers will take some
time to glance through this book and see for yourself
(him/herself) what has been going on “sub rosa' for nearly fifty
years in spite of official denials by the U.S. government (some
other governments have more or less admitted to UFO reality; see
the briefing paper) .

Thank you for your time. If you have any questions please
contact me at the email address above.

Yours truly,

/4£;u¢a€%%a4€“4;4\

Dr .Bruce Maccabee
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BRIEFING ON THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
e APPROACH TO THE UFO PROBLEM
- AS DETERMINED BY CIVILIAN RESEARCHERS
DURING THE LAST TWENTY YEARS =

During the early ‘summer of 1947 hundreds or
thousands of people including military saw shiny
circular objects flying through the sky. Civilian
researchers over the last 15 years have learned from
several former Air Force officers that during this time
the Air Force retrieved, from the desert near Roswell,
New Mexico, debris with unusual physical propertiey, =g
which evidently came from a non-man made device that
crashed.

Based on the testimony of numerous witnesses and
government documents civilian researchers now believe
that the government, with top level authorization, took
a two pronged approach to the problem. On the one hand
the Air Force set up an intelligence collection program
at the Secret Restricted level run by the Air Material
Command (AMC) at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Ohio. (TAB A, TAB B) On the other hand, the government
at the compartmented level carried out analysis of the
retrieved material and attempted to correlate this with
sighting information collected through official
channels. The compartmented project was completely
independent of the collection effort.

Subsequently the Air Force set up three
consecutive publicly-known projects to collect and
analyze civilian and military sightings which did not
involve debris (Project Sign, 1948-49; Project Grudge,
1949-1951; Project Blue Book, 18952-1969). 1In 1952 the
Battelle Memorial Institute, under Air Force contract,
began a statistical study of over 3,000 sightings
between 1947 and 1952. (TAB C) The statistics showed
that on the average about 20 % were not explained and
that of the best sightings (best witnesses, most
complete reporting) over 30% were unexplained. The
report included several examples of unexplainable
sightings. (TAB D)

In 1967 the Air Force, at Congress' direction,
supported an independent investigation at the
University of Colorado. (TAB E) AFter about a year
and a half the Director of the investigation concluded
that "nothing had been learned" and that the Air Force

should end its involvement. However, the Colorado
investigators couldn’'t explain about 30 of the about 90
sightings it investigated. The American Institute of

Aeronautics and Astronautics pointed out that the large
percentage of unexplained was justification for
continuing the investigation. (TAB F)

In 1969 the Air Force closed Project Blue Book
and has not maintained a publicly known investigation
since. However, the Air Force does admit to
investigating sightings over Air Force Bases. (TAB G)
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Since 1969 there have been thousands of sightings
worldwide. Some have involved the US military. (TAB
H). One sighting was investigated by the Federal
Aeronautics Administration. (TAB I) Other governments
have taken a more open attitude toward..the subject and
some have set up official investigating groups. (TAB
J) The recent (1989-1990) sighting flap in Russia and
Belgium involved military Russian and Belgian jet
"chases" of UFOs. General Igor Maltsev, in charge of
the Air Defense of the Moscow Area, reported publicly
that he had "more than 100 visual observations"
compiled by military commanders concerning a UFO t#iat
was flying near Moscow and was detected on radar (TAB
K). Later, General Ivan Tretyak, Chief of all the
Russian Air Forces, confirmed Maltsev's report and
hinted that Soviet developments to counter Stealth
might provide further information about UFOs. (TAB L)
Gorbachev, during a speech to workers in the Urals in
the spring of 1990 said that UFO reports should be
studied. (TAB M)

Serious investigators of this subject have
concluded that some unusual phenomena have, in fact,
been observed visually and on instruments (TAB N).
Furthermore, combining the early history of the Air
Force approach to the subject with numerous documents
and "leaked information" some investigators have
concluded that there has been a compartmented study of
debris and bodies from at least one crash of an alien
craft.



SUMMARIES OF TAB-REFERENCED INFORMATION

TAB A: A letter of 23 September, 1947, from Lt. Gen. Nathan
Twining, Commander of the Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright
Field (later Wright-Patterson AFB) to Brig. Gen. George Schulgen,
Chief, Air Intelligence Requirements Div., USAF. Th? letter
describes certain characteristics of “flying saucers’ as repﬁrted
by military and qualified civilian witnesses and states that,
after confering with several laboratories at Wright Field, it is
the opinion of AMC that “the phenomenon reported is something
real and not visionary or fictitious.”™ The letter recommends
that Headgquarters, Army Air Forces "“issue a directive assigning a
priority, Security clagsification and Code Name for a detailed
gtudy of this matter”®™ by the Army Air Force along with the Navy,
the Atomic Energy Commisgsfion, the Joint Rezearch and Development
Board, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Group, the National
Advisory Committee on Aeronautics (predecessor of NASA), the RAND
Project (Research Applied to National Needs) and the NEPA Project
(Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion of Aircraft).

TAB B: “Intelligence Requirements on Flying Saucer Type
Aircraft”™ issued by General George Schulgen on 30 October, 1947.
This was circulated to continental intelligence agencies and to
military attaches throughout the world. It requested any and all
information on craft that resembled “flying saucers” and which
had unusual characteristics such as "absence of sound when
operating under high performance conditions, a plan form
approximating that of an oval or disc with a dome shape on the
top surface, the ability to disappear by high speed or complete
disintegration, the ability to appear without warning as if from
extreme altitude,” and "the ability to clear a path through
clouds.” The agents were requested to supply information on
craft that had the above characteristics and which were
constructed of lightweight, strong material ‘like “composite or
sandwich construction utilizing various combinations of metals,
metallic foils, plastics and perhaps balsa wood or similar
material.’ (Note: ‘metallic foil® and "like balsa wood” were
terms used by former Air Force officers to describe debris found
near Roswell, New Mexico in July, 1947.) The agents were also
instructed to provide information on propulsion of special design
including nuclear powered craft "which would be characterised by
lack of fuel systems and fuel storage space”™ and craft in which
“the power plant would ...be an integral part of the aircraft and
could possibly not be distinguished as a separate item.~

TAB C3 Project Blue Book Special Report # 14, Project 10073
(Project Stork); text - 94 pages; tabulated statistical data -
170 pages. (see page TAB C -1) The classified version was
completed in late 1953; a declazsified version published for
government use only in 1955 by the Air Technical Intelligence
Center. Although the unclassified report doesg not name the
contractor, other documents in the Blue Book file make it clear
that the contractor was the Battelle Memorial Institute, probably
because of its proximity to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
("home”™ of the Air Technical Intelligence Center, the parent
organization of Project Blue Book) and because of its uniquely
large (at that time) computing facility. The project carefully
analyzed 3,201 sightings that occurred between June, 1947 and
December, 1952. Numerous characteristics of these sightings were
converted to IBM card format and statistically processed by the
computer. 0Of these 3,201, 21.5% were listed as “unknown.” The



sightings were ranked according to credibility of the observer
and quality of the information supplied. Four classifications
were used: Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor. Of the 213 Excellent
sightings, 33% were “unknown whereas for the 435 Poor sightings
on 17% were “unknown.’ (see page TAB C -2) (Note: this
contradicts expectation which is based on the idea that "flying
saucers  or UFOs are not truly extraordinary phenomena but are
conventional phenomena which were misperceived by the
witness(es). If UFOs are explainable, then the Excellent
sightings, made by better witnesses who supply, on the average,
better descriptions of the phenomena than the Poor sighting
witnesses, should have a lower percentage of unexplainable
sightings ("unknowns®) as compared to the Poor sightings. The
actual statistical result reported by Battelle indicates that the
witnesses have, in fact, seen extraordinary phenomena.)

TAB D: The Battelle study found 12 sightings which were so
detailed that they could not be explained by any amount of
rationalization. One of these, Case 10 (Rogue River, Oregon; May
24, 1949) was reported by five witnesses, two of whom reported it
to the Security Office at the Ames Research laboratory where they
worked (see page TAB D - 1).

TAB E: "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Object,” Dr.
Edward Condon, Director; E. Gilmour, Editor under contract
F44620-67-C-0035 from the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research. (Jan. 8, 1969) Dr. Condon stated his opinion that
"nothing has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years
that has added to scientific knowledge. ....(we) conclude that
further extensive study of UFOs probably cannot be justified in
the expectation that science will be advanced thereby.® However,
the study left unexplained approximately 1/3 of the sightings it
investigated.

TAB F: °"UFO: An Appraisal of the Problem” written by the UFO
Subcommittee of the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics, Astronautics and Aeronautics Magazine, November,
1970, pp. 49-51. The UFO subcommittee found no °“basis for his
(Condon's) prediction that nothing of scientific value will come
of further studies.” The subcommittee pointed out that it is
difficult to ignore the small residue of well-documented but
unexplainable cases which form the hard core of the UFO
controversy” and that, furthermore, “"a phenomenon with such a
high ratio of unexplained cases (about 30%) should arouse
sufficient scientific curiogity to continue its study.’

TAB G: "Alleged Sightings of Unidentified Aerial Lights in the
Resticted Test Range” filed by S.A. Richard Doty at the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations, Kirtland AFB, Albuquerque,
N.M., 9 September, 1980. This document reports several sightings
of lighted objects between 8 August and 9 September, including a
“round disc shaped object” with a bright light which landed in a
secured area at night and subsequently, as a security guard
approached, “took off in a vertical direction at a high rate of
speed” with no sound. This document alego reports that “the USAF
no longer investigates such sightings unless they occur on a USAF
base.  (see Tak H)

TAB H: Military reports of UFOs include:

Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia, 8 SEP 1973, 0220 hours: UFO
sighted by military policemen was traveling at a high rate but
subsequently stopped and hovered for about 15 minutes in front of
them while flashing brilliant blue, white and amber lights. It
then flew off.



Near Mansfield, Ohio, 18 October, 1973, 2305 Hours: UFO
approaches an Army helicopter at some speed cauzing the captain
to put the helicopter into a dive. The UFO appeared to stop over
the helicopter before traveling on. After it departed the
captain found that the helicopter was at a greater altitude than
when he began the dive.

NORAD documents indicate penetrations by unidentified craft
over several Strategic Air Command Bases, including Loring AFB
(Maine), Wurtsmith AFB (Michigan), Minot AFB (North Dakota)
Malmstrom AFB (Montana) and Falconbridge Radar Site (Ontar15%
during late October and early November, 1975. The NORAD Command
Directors Log and the 24th NORAD Region Senior Director's Log
(Malmstrom AFB) show that on 8 November 197X at 0635Z a Sabotage
Alert Team (SAT) reported a UFO with white lights and a red light
50 yards behind the white lights. Ten minutes later height
finder radar detected objects at 10-13,000 ft. At 0753Z two F-
106's were scrambled out of Great Falls to check on an object
tracked on radar at 12,000 ft which was seen by ground Sabotage
Alert Teams (SAT). Over the next hour and a half jets were
scrambled several times but never made visual contact because,
according to the SAT the object decreased its altitude to about
300 ft and turned off its lights whenever the jets approached
over the mountains. (Mote: the object was hovering near a
missile launch site.) Similar sightings occurred on the next
night and also on the 10th of November. Also on the 10thk, Minot
Air Force Station reported a bright object "about the size of a
car” that passed slowly over the station at an altitude less than
2,000 ft. No noise was heard.

Tehran, Iran, 19 September, 1976, 0130 local: Iranian Air
Force General Youssefi was alerted by Mehrebad Airport Tower that
a UFO was hovering over Tehran. Youssefi spotted it himself and
launched an F-4 from Shaharoki AFB at 0130 local. As the jet
approached the bright light over Tehran and reached a radar
distance of 25 nm it lost all communications (UHF and intercom).
It turned and headed back to base. Youssefi ordered a second jet
to be launched at 0140. The second jet approached on afterburner
and the radar determined a rate of closure (VC) of 150 nmph.
However, as the range approached 25 nm the VC decreased to zero.
The object was giving off rapidly flashing colors of blue, green,
red and orange. The jet and the light were headed toward the
Iranian border when the light released a smaller light, which the
pilot took as a threatening move and commenced to arm an AIM-9
missile. At that time he lost all communication (UHF and
intercom) and turned away from the chase.

Fort Ritchie, MD, 30 July 1976, 0345 EDT: Ft. Ritchie called
the National Military Command Center to report that they had
received reports of UFOs from civilians near Mt. Airy, MD at
0130, from two separate patrols from Site R" at 0255, from a
Deszk Sargeant at Site R at 0300 and from and Army police Sargeant
at 0345. The 0255 =sighting was of "3 oblong objects with a
reddish tint moving east to west.’ The 0300 sighting was of "a
UFO over the ammo storage area at 100 to 200 yards altitude.’

Mariano Melgar Air Force Base, La Joya, Peru, 9 May 1980
(morning) : a group of Air Force Officers saw a round UFO hovering
near the airfield. The air commander scrambled an SU-22 aircraft
to intercept, but the UFO outran it. A second sighting occurred
at night, 10 May. Again a jet was scrambled but the UFO outran

Kirtland Air Force Base, Albuquerque, NM; August, 1980:
security guards at the Manzano Weapons Storage Area (nuclear
weapons storage) east of Kirtland AFB reported that they saw a
lighted-objects performing odd maneuvers over the Coyote Canyon
area of the Department of Defense Restricted Range at 2350 hours,
August 8, 1980. This lighted object descended behind some =mall



hilla, from their point of view. A Sandia Security guard on

routine patrol observed the light behind an alarmed structure on

Coyote Canyon Road and went to investigate at 0020 hours, August

9, 1980 (i.e., 30 minutes later). As he approached he thought it

was a helicopter but then he saw it was a "round disk shaped

object.” He attempted to radio for help but the radio did not

work. As he approached the object armed with a shotgun it

accelerated upward at a great rate of speed. The Manzano guards

saw the light proceed straight upward and disappear. -
Lake Erie, east of Cleveland, Ohio, 4 March 1988, 2035 lodcal: -

civilians reported to the Coast Guard a large, lighted object

hovering over lake. Two Coast Guard unit members went to the

viewing site and confirmed the object. The civilians reported

that 3 to 5 smaller lighted objects had come from the larger ones

and these "were zipping around rather quickly. These objects had

red, green, white and yellow lights on them that strobed

intermittently. They also had the ability to stop and hover in

mid flight.” The two members of the unit reported the same

activity and watched "“for approx. 1 hour before éﬁ{ing that the

large object was almost on the ice. They ﬁﬁfed that the ice was

cracking and moving abnormal amounts as the object came closer to

it.” After a period of time and numerous “activities®™ by the

object, the unit members reported that "1 object was moving

toward them at a high speed and low to the ice. Mobile 02 backed

down the hill they had been on and when they went back te the

hill, the object was gone.” The Coast Guard reports that “the

unit was unable to identify any of the objects using binoculars

and after contacting local police and airportz2 thisg unit was

unable to identify the objects.’ (Note: a civilian took a

photograph of one of the small objects flying by. It shows a

glowing triangular shape.)

TAB I: The Federal Aviation Administration investigated
sightings by a Japanese air crew flying a jumbo jet over Alaska
in November, 1986. The FAA could not explain the visual
sightings by the crew of two very unusual lighted objects which
held station ahead of the jet for many minutes before moving to
the left and then behind. Occasionally Elmendorf AFB radar
detected a non-identifiable target in the vicinity of the jet.
The weather radar on the jet also detected a large target.

TAB J: In 1977 France set up a special investigating group
(GEPAN) under the auspices of the French National Space Agency
(CNES). GEPAN has published reports of investigations, including
an investigation of ground effects (after a UFO was seen to land
and take off) which could not be explained. In 1985 the
Commission for the Investigation of Anomalous Atmospheric
Phenomena was established under the Academy of Sciences of the
Soviet Union with Cosmonaut Pavel Popovich as its director. More
recently UFO investigation has been carried out by the
“SOYUZUFOTSENTR® (Unified UFO Center) under the Academy of
Sciences. Rather high level contacts have been ectablished
between American and Russian investigators in recent years. The
Chinese government announced the founding of the Chinese Society
of UFO Research as a branch of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences in 1980.

TAB K: General Igor Maltsev reported in RABOCHAYA TRIBUNE
(Workers Tribune newspaper), 19 April, 1990, that he had reports
of "more than 100 visual observations®™ compiled by commanders of
several air defense units of the Moscow Military District of a
UFO (or UFOs) which was seen in the area of Pereslavl-Zalesskiy
(northeast of Moscow) on 21 March, 1990. Maltsev included with
his report to the newspaper 5 testimonials, including a report by



a pilot who flew over the object and a report from a ground radar
tracking station. The pilot saw only two lights and a dimly
perceived silhouette of the object against city lights. The
radar post reported a visual sighting of a rapidly moving,
shining object with red lights and another with white lights that
followed the first. The report included times, azimuths and
distances of the reported objects.

TAB L: General Ivan Tretyak was interviewed by a writer for
LITERATURNAYA GAZETA (Literary Gazette magazine) in November¥ —E
1990. Tretyak was the Soviet Deputy Minister of Defense as well

as being the Commander in Chief of the Air Defense Forces and

General of the Army. He said that during the events reported by

Maltsev one UFO had been photographed and optical and thermal

signals had been detected by the aircraft pilot. However, the

aircraft radar did not detect the object.

TAB N: Optical, magnetic and acoustic devices and instruments
have recorded or have been affected by the presence of UFOs.
Optical devices include sSimple cameras, movie cameras,
cinetheodolites, videocameras and even cameras fitted with
diffraction gratings. Magnetic sensors include simple compasses
and magnetometers. Acoustic sensors (microphones) have,
occasionally, detected sounds associated with the presence of
UFOg, although most often no sound is heard. In 1947 a witness
reported that his compass rotated as several "flying saucers
passed overhead. Years later another witness noticed that a
saucer seen in the daytime near the horizon appeared to have dark
rings around it when viewed through polarized glasses, but not
when viewed directly, possibly a result Faraday rotation in the
atmosphere caused by an extremely large magnetic field. A
scientist working for the French National Space Agency in the
early 1970's determined that there was a inverse relationship
between the vertical component of the geomagnetic field measured
at field stations scattered throughout France and distance to a
reported UFO. Self-propelled machines such as automobiles have
been affected in the presence of UFOs. One -incident involved two
combines operating in a field of grain at night. During the
passage of a glowing UFO the gasoline powered combine stopped,
whereas a diesel type continued to operate. In April, 1949 at
the White Sands proving ground high flying (estimate 150,000 ft)
UFOs were tracked and filmed with cinetheodolite cameras. The
size was estimated from the image size and the triangulated
altitude to be about 30 ft. Electronic devices have been
affected, including gyrocompasses (TAB H - Mansfield, Ohio, 1973;
the gyrocompass had to be repaired after the incident) and radios
(TAB H - Tehran, Iran, 1976; Kirtland AFB - 1980). Plants have
been affected by UFOs. An incident in 1980 in France was
investigated by GEPAN (see TAB J). The GEPAN report shows that
after a circular UFO landed on a lawn (as reported by the
witness) the cholorophy%l in the grass was affected by an amount
which diminished as 1/r“ where r is the distance from the center
of the landing spot. Plant scientists could not explain how the
chlorophyll change had been caused. UFOs have been detected on
radar coincident with visual sightings (TAB H - NORAD documents
regarding Malmstrom AFB, 1975; Tehran, Iran, 1976; TAB I - Jumbo
Jet over Alaska, 1986; TAB K - Moscow area, 1990).
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An employee in thF supersonic 1aboratory/o aeronautical lab-
oratory and some other employees of this lab, weTre by a river, 2-1/2

miles from its mouth, when they saw an object! The time was about 1700 .
hours on May 24, 1949. The object was reflecting sunlight when observed

by naked eye. However, he then looked at it with 8-power binofulars, at }Uo, )
which time there was no glare. (Did glasses have filted?) It was o )
metallic construction and was seen with good enough resolution to show

thatethe skin was dirty. It moved off in horizontal flight at a gradually in-
creasing rate of speed, until it seemed to approach the speed of a jet

before it disappeared. No propulsion was apparent, Time of observation

was 2-1/2 to 3 minutes.
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